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steamers and ships were engulfed in the storm. Traces have been found
of only a few of the 600 fishing-boats that were out on a cruise. At
least 10,000 men lost their lives. All this happened within a couple of
hours. Thoughtful persons will be grieved to know this. Stories told in
text books of God making or unmaking a universe in a moment, we now
see enacted before our very eyes. Inscrutable are the ways of God. Man
has always some lesson to learn from His dispensations. While .such an
event is fresh in the mind, the virtuous have promptings from their inner
selves, "Good man, take to the true path. We know not when Death will
overtake us. Do good deeds then and make provision for your journey
hence." The same event warns the erring : "You fool, cast off your pride
and walk in fear of God. For Death might swallow you in no time."

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 6-10-1906

475. THE DUTT OF TRANSVAAL INDIANS
Since we give elsewhere a full account of the Transvaal situation,
it is needless for us to say anything more about it here. The present time
is so critical that even Indians outside the Transvaal have become alarmed.
All of them feel that the step taken by the Indians in the Transvaal is very
difficult and arduous. It will justify itself only if it succeeds. The Reso-
lution passed by Indians is, and at the same time is not, unique. We
consider it unique, because nowhere else in the world have Indians so far
resolved, as they have done now, to go to gaol rather than submit to a law.
On the other hand, we do not consider it unique because a number of
similar instances are found [in history]. When we are dissatisfied with
anything, we often resort to hartal. In India we often consider it our
duty to do so, in order to obtain redress of our grievances, particularly
in the Native States. The hartal only means that we do not approve of
a certain measure taken by the ruler. This tradition of resisting a law
has been in vogue among us from very early days, when the English people
were in a barbarous state. Thus, really speaking, the Resolution passed
by the Transvaal Indians is nothing extraordinary and there is no reason
why we should feel nervous.
Moreover, such examples are to be found even in South Africa. When
President Kruger proposed to remove the Indians from the Malay Location
and send them to the Tobianski Farm, Mr. Emrys Evans, the British
Agent, gave Indians the specific advice that they should on no account
submit to President Kruger's order. Hence, despite police investigations
and detectives entering their homes, the people remained firm, and they
won.
When there were difficulties about licences, the Indians carried on
their business in the towns fearlessly without licences, did not bow to the